November 10th, 2002
Hi Gavin

Nearly halfway through November already. It will soon be Christmas again! I will need to sign a lease here for another year as the present one runs out at the end of this month. They will only lease the suites for a maximum of a year at a time. 

Temperatures in HK are very pleasant at the moment – maxima in the mid 20s. A longer-term weather forecast a couple of weeks ago said that temperatures would go down to 16OC, so, only about 10OC out!! Still, much warmer than in Boston where minima are now below freezing point. I wonder how Leonie is surviving? I guess Boston temperatures are similar to those in Dunedin. In Djibouti, I suppose, temperatures are very high though it will be very dry. 

With the lower temperatures, I will start my ‘winter’ hikes/runs next Saturday. I hope it cools down a bit however, as it is still a bit hot for running. Good for swimming though – just the initial bit of a shock on getting into cooler water. I have been watching on TV the 2001 Eco-Challenge, which was held in the South Island New Zealand. The sole NZ team was leading for most of the race but the captain collapsed not far from the end through a lack of sleep and the team eventually finished just 14 minutes behind the eventual winners, a US team (with an Australian captain). (For a result to count, all 4 members of a team must finish together.) Still, the NZ team comfortably won the 2002 Eco-Challenge which was held in Fiji. (Haven’t seen it on TV; just got the results from the Internet.) 

Yesterday was also a big Rugby day with the 3 southern-hemisphere giants taking on 3 ‘Six-nations’ teams in Europe. And all the southern-hemisphere teams lost! Australia lost to Ireland in Dublin 9-18. South Africa lost to France 10-30. And the All Blacks just lost to England 28-31 in London in what was apparently a very exciting game with a tense last few minutes. I think I mentioned last week that the NZ team was severely weakened – virtually a 2nd XV – as many of the first team were being rested. Jonah Lomu scored 2 tries in his well-known style. He certainly seems to be doing what he needs to to retain his spot in the team. NZ go on to play against Wales and France (I think). Australia and SA also play other teams in the coming weeks. 

The YMCA of Hong Kong is organising an adventure trip to NZ for 2 weeks next month. They spend a few days in Kaikoura swimming with seals, dolphins and hiking to Hanmer Springs. Then up in the Blenheim-Nelson area followed by white-water rafting down the Buller River. Then down to the glacier area for treks on both the Fox and Franz Joseph glaciers as well as a hike up the Copland pass which goes from Westland over to the Mount Cook area. Trip ends in Christchurch. Wouldn’t mind going on it myself.

No more news about Nana, so as they say, “No news is good news.” 

Found out that HK has a new $10 note. Smaller than the existing notes and quite attractive. A kind of purple colour with modern abstract squiggles and shapes on it. The water mark in the bauhinia flower. The main telephone company in China just over a week ago increased IDD charges for HK-China calls by nearly 9 times!! This resulted in calling rates from HK being increased about 5 times. There was such an uproar here over it, with petitions being made to the Chinese Prime Minister. Eventually the company backed down and went back to the original rates. It seems that the company was out to raise a lot of extra money very quickly. Last week, three alleged members of Al Qaeda – 2 Pakistanis and an Indian with US citizenship -- were arrested in HK. They were trying to purchase Stinger missiles in exchange for drugs which they would import to the US. They were caught by an undercover agent and are to be extradited to the US for trial. 

From the end of this month, accident and emergency wards in public hospitals are to start charging $100 per visit. Charges are also to be levied for medicines and for other services that used to be free. A lot of people have been using these services instead of going to private doctors. Medical costs in HK have increased dramatically in the past few years and this in one way to help recover some of the costs. But I think that real accident victims will not be charged. 

Also last week, in the Three Gorges hydroelectric project, the damming of the Yangtse River was finally completed. There was a big ceremony with Li Peng, whose idea the project was, in attendance. Several large trucks dumped large rocks into the river to close the remaining gap. Apparently the first electricity will be generated next year though the complete project will not be finished for about another 7 years. It will then be the world’s largest hydroelectric scheme by far. The lake behind the dam will extend back for hundreds of miles and to make way for it, about 1 million people have been or are in the process of being re-located. Many however, are not too happy about the poor quality of these places and the facilities. 

Heard of the results of the US mid-term elections. Surprised that the Republicans were able to gain control of both houses in the US Congress. From my point of view, that is bad news! Republicans are too hawkish for my liking! Talking about congresses, the Congress of the Chinese Communist Party in underway in China. It is held every 5 years, the first being held in Shanghai in the 1920s in a small house that today is, not a museum for the workers, but an expensive restaurant for yuppies!! Anyway, at the present congress, which lays down the course of China’s development for the next few years, President Jiang Zemin is to step down. He doesn’t want to, but that was part of a deal worked out with Tang Xiao Ping some years ago. 

Remembrance service at the Cenotaph this morning. Always held on the Sunday in November closest to the end of WW I. Chief Executive and other top government officials notable for their absence from the ceremony. 

That’s about it for now. Thinking of you. Cheers.

Dad
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